


HOW TO DISPOSE
OF INVASIVE PLANTS

Invasive plants are easiest to control when
there are just a few and before the population
spreads. Knowing how a particular plant
reproduces indicates its method of spread
and helps determine appropriate disposal
methods. It is important to dispose of
invasives and their seeds, flowers and roots
responsibly.

First Step: l|dentify the plant. A good
resource is “Invasive Plants in Your Backyard”
published by the Connecticut River Coastal
Conservation District. Make note of any
flowers or seeds on the plant during the
identification process. Some of the common
invasives you may find on your property are
shown within the brochure.

Second Step: Remove the plant. It is most
productive to remove plants before they set
seed. If the plants have seeds or fruits, collect
and remove any of these propagules from the
invasive, as they can spread. Removal should
be done at the site of the invasive plant.
Afterward, pull or dig up plants using a trowel
for shallow-rooted invasives and a spade or
grub ax for deep-rooted plants. Immediately
cover disturbed ground with nearby leaves or
mulch. Seeds can remain viable in the ground
for a long time. Always be diligent in
looking for seedlings where removal and
disposal took place.

Third Step: Disposal. Once you've removed
the invasive plant, it's important to properly
dispose of the seeds, roots and vegetation.
Only the regenerative portions of a plant -
seeds, flowers and fruits - need to be carefully
contained. Try these straightforward disposal
methods:

Brush Piles: Dig small trees, shrubs and
non-woody plants before they fruit or seed.
Lay a foundation of logs and/or branches as a
base layer. Upon the base layer, place the
invasives making sure that any root portions
are not in [FIEEETLATE L ]
contact with §&
the ground. A
good resource
for constructing
a brush pile is B
the CT DEEP
website, “Brush
Piles for Wild-
life.”
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Brush Pile

Burying: Dig a pit approximately 3’ deep by
6’ wide. Place a layer of brush on the bottom.
This will act as a barrier to prevent contact
with the soil and inhibit the invasives from
re-rooting. Then cover with removed soil.

Tarping and Drying: Pile material on a sheet
of plastic and cover with a tarp, fastening the
tarp to the ground. Let material dry for a year
or until all regenerative portions are clearly
broken down. The pile will drastically reduce
in size.

Bag and Dry: When invasive plants are
relatively small, put them in contractor grade
garbage bags and leave to bake in the sun for
several weeks or months. Make sure no parts
of the plant poke through the bag.

Composting: You may be surprised to learn
that invasive plant species are not typically
composted as many invasives can easily take
root. Compost can also put invasive seeds
back in the ground if it's spread in your
garden. However, composting vegetative
parts of plants without seeds, fruit or portions
that may re-root, is acceptable.

Invasive Plants

Garlic Mustard
(Alliaria petiolata)

Japanese Knotweed
(Fallopia japonica)

Multiflora rose
(Rosa multiflora)

Japanese honeysuckle
(Lonicera japonica)

Burning Bush
(Euonymus alatus)

Oriental Bittersweet
(Celastrus orbiculatus)

Chipping: This method is used for large
woody plants that do not reproduce from
root fragments. The easiest way to do this is
to use a chipper and turn the plants into
mulch. But only do so when fruits and seeds
are not present.

(Elaeagnus umbellata)

Autumn Olive

Porcelain-berry
(Ampelopsis
brevipedunculata)
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Mugwort Common Buckfhorn
(Artemisia vulgaris)

(Rhamnus cathartica)

Norway Maple
(Acer platanoides)

(Berberis thunbergil)

Herbicides: We do not advocate the use
of herbicides. Research has proven the
adverse effects to human health and to our
ecosystem. If you have a large controllable
population of an invasive plant, we suggest
you consult a landscape professional to advise
you.



